Closing Speech for  Defence,
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
examine the police to show that there was white arsenic when they
have had every opportunity of searching, and ought to have found
it? Of course it is not. When you are defending a man for a
murder at the Police Court it is not part of your duty to say to the
police, " Although you have searched heaps of times you do not
search thoroughly. I will go and search for you." If that is the
way which is going to be suggested people should defend, I do not
think many people would be employed at Police Court proceedings.
Of course, it was not his duty, and it was only when he had pressed
Mr. Micklethwait over and over again for a "list of what had been
found, and it was only when he found they could not find this
arsenic, that, happening to be at Mayfield for another thing alto-
gether, he says to the clerk, " This is the drawer where that arsenic
was supposed to have been/' and then for the first time put his
hand right at the back. I wonder what you think of that evidence
of Mrs. Price, who said she pulled it right out and looked at the
back. The drawer which she pulled right out is the one where the
key was, where the label was; that must have been the drawer she
pulled out. There that white arsenic was found. Gentlemen, do
not be too hard on Major Armstrong because he did no do what a
wise man would have done. A wise man would have said, " I have
made a mistake; I will tell you all about it." I hope I am not
wearying you by putting these matters, but I am sure you will
consider it all when you come to consider your verdict. An hour
more or less to you and me in this trial is a mere incident; it is a
drop in the ocean, because you have to determine whether a man is
to live or to die.
Now, what is the story about the packet of white arsenic?
Things are apt to assume a very different appearance and very
different proportions when you get into a Court of justice. You
have to realise that you are dealing here with an amateur gardener;
many of us are amateur gardeners, and you are dealing with a man
who likes making experiments. I thought at one moment there was
going to be a point made against him that he writes down water as
HaO. He likes to make experiments. He says he divided that
arsenic into two halves, one-half put away, the other used partially
for experiments in that glass, so that he could see the effect of the
solubility of arsenic and caustic soda, and the rest he divided up
into little packets. Like that point I put to you just now as to
what that might have been if it had not been for the finding of
that white arsenic, look at this—it was as cheap a way of destroy-
ing dandelions as one could possibly imagine. You could destroy
sixty-six for a penny if it worked every time. At any rate you
could dose, to use my lord's expression, sixty-six dandelions or
plantains for a penny. A man who has nothing on earth to do in
the afternoon, who has an instrument by which he had been putting
poison down to the root of the plantain, amuses himself in experi-
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